January 17th, 2021 - Second Sunday of Ordinary Time

SAINT MARY’S
C A T H O L I C

C H U R C H

117 JUNEAU STREET N. • LYNDON STATION, WI 53944

Fr. Clayton Elmhorst
Website: www.stmaryparishlyndon.com

Parish Office
Hours
Tuesday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Phone
1-608-666-2421
Mailing Address:
St. Mary Parish
P.O. Box 303
Lyndon Station, WI 53944
Email:
frclaytonstmaryschurch@gmail.com
stmaryparishlyndon@gmail.com
Facebook:
St-Mary-Parish-Lyndon-Station-WI101508284817397/

Mass Schedule
Weekends
Saturday 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am &1:00 pm
Confessions
Saturday 6:00 pm
Rosary
Saturday 6:35 pm
Sunday 8:35 am
Pastoral Council
Pat Mitchell (Chair)
Jeanette Crowley (Secretary)
Jerome Senzig, Sandy Madland,
Joan Holig-McCormick, &
Linda Lochner
Finance Council
Kim Betthauser (Chair)
Sheri Guyse (Secretary), Jim Cauley,
Cory Holig, & Tanya Walsh

“Behold, the Lamb of God.”

Mass Intentions
Tuesday,

January 19

Private
Mass

Special Intention
By: Fr. Clayton

Wednesday, January 20
Private
Mass

Special Intention
By: Ostrowski Family

Thursday, January 21
Private
Mass

 Dennis Moore
By: Sauter Family

Friday,
Private
Mass

 Gene Delmore
By: Betty Delmore

Saturday,
7:00 pm

Sunday,

January 22
January 23
 Mary L. Puetz
By: Tom & Mary Puetz

January 24

9:00 am

 Yvonne Feldman
By: Jim & Judy Hall

1:00 pm

Parishioner Mass

Upcoming Events
Fr. Clayton on leave
until further notice:
January 1st, 2021
Parish Pastoral Council
Canceled: Future date coming
Parish Finance Council
February 9th at 6:30 pm

The School of Trust During Stormy Seas
There is no greater message from God: He is here, with us—and he is
trustworthy.
Given the turmoil of the past six months, these words are difficult for some to
accept. Quarantines, social distancing, illness of friends and loved ones, loss of
employment, financial instability, political and social unrest, and the death of
thousands as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic have caused much suffering.
In the end, though, our lives are defined by the journey from shore to shore and
the tumultuous storms we encounter along the way. The call of each Christian
is to find just who travels with us inside of that boat.
The coronavirus has forced many throughout the world to ponder our own
death and the possible death of our loved ones. Anxiety is on the rise due to a
multitude of factors, and yet Christ invites us to a radical relationship and an
ever-reliant trust. The story of our lives is a lifelong endeavor into the school of
trust—which requires faith.
In his book, Faith, Hope, Love, Josef Pieper says that “to believe is equivalent
to taking a position on the truth of a statement and on the actuality of the matter
stated. More precisely, belief means that we think a statement true and consider
the stated matter real, objectively existent.” Faith, then, is not merely “closing
your eyes” and hoping that God is real and with us in times of suffering. Faith
is the knowledge of God’s true presence in our lives.
The challenge for all of us, in all walks of life, in all times and places, is to find
God in the midst of chaos—to not only look for him but truly see his gaze directed towards us during the rise of the tide. The key ingredient to finding God
is realizing that he is always reaching out to us. This realization should help
calm the stormy seas and provides insight into the life of faith we are invited
into at each moment.
Each of the “synoptic” Gospels—Matthew 8:18-27, Mark 4:35-41, Luke 8:2225—contains an account of Jesus calming the storm at sea. In each passage, Jesus enters the boat with his disciples and then falls asleep. Then the storm
comes. The Greek word used for “storm” here can also be translated as
“earthquake,” and it is the same word used in several apocalyptic texts in the
Bible. So this was a bad storm— in fact, it was life-threatening.
Yet Jesus is sound asleep. Mark gives us the detail that Jesus is sleeping on a
“cushion” in the boat (see Mark 4:38). The cushion is reserved for the captain,
the man who steers the ship. When facing suffering and possible death, it can
seem that God is asleep at the wheel, nowhere to be found. But our faith assures us that he is always with us in our “boats” during turbulent seas. God remains in control.
Our challenge is to never overlook his presence and to always trust that he has
us right where he wants us. When we ignore, deny, or reject God due to the
storms we encounter in our lives, we are following in the spirit of the sin of Adam and Eve. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church puts it, “Man, tempted
by the devil, let his trust in his Creator die in his heart and, abusing his freedom, disobeyed God’s command. This is what man’s first sin consisted of. All
subsequent sin would be disobedience toward God and lack of trust in his
goodness” (CCC 397; emphasis added). Adam and Eve failed to trust God and
his goodness. We begin to think that God has deserted us; we no longer see him
present in the midst of our suffering.
The temptation to despair is real. Jesus did not call his disciples’ faith “little”
simply because they were afraid of the storm; he did so to challenge them to a
deeper faith in him, a faith that trusts he is still at the helm of the ship when all
seems lost. Love must rule the day rather than fear. Entering into the trust that
love demands is a risk that we are all asked to take.
This week, let us allow our vision to see Jesus’ presence with us on our journey.
Let us enter the school of trust with a deeply rooted knowledge that he walks
with us, even when he seems asleep. Because Jesus’ love defines his motives,
he is with us and he is trustworthy, no matter what it looks like out on the
stormy seas.
By: Thomas Griffin

Bake-less Bake Sale Proceeds
Over $2,000 was raised and
the money went towards
Christmas goodie bags for
homebound parishioners,
candy for CCD students and
Christmas treats from Santa
for children. Also, a check for
$1,600 was given to the
Lyndon Station Elementary
School. The money will be
used towards a washer, dryer, and other items which will be listed in a later bulletin. A huge
thank you to everyone who donated and helped make this possible!
Your generosity was greatly appreciated by everyone!!!

Financial
Stewardship
January 10, 2021
Adult Envelopes.........................$1648.00
Offertory......................................$210.00
Holy Days........................................$20.00
Christmas..........................................$85.00
Votive Candles...............................$75.80

Total

$2,038.80

Weekly Budget $2,548.07
(164 registered families)

Year-to-date*
Budgeted
Contributed

$71,346.59
$81,510.21

Electronic Bulletin
Do you sometimes forget to grab a
bulletin after Mass or don’t want the
paper copy sitting around after
reading it? Email the parish office
at stmaryparishlyndon@gmail.com
to receive the weekly bulletin in
your inbox!!
The bulletin is sent out every Sunday morning. It can also be found
on our website:
stmaryparishlyndon.com

Time to go to St. Joseph

DAY OF PRAYER
For the Legal Protection of

UNBORN CHILDREN
JANUARY 22

St. Joseph protected the Holy
Family & we can trust ourselves, to him at a time when
fatherhood is so needed. We
can ask him to help strengthen
our families – as well as the
bonds of our parish during this
time of hardship.
-St. Joseph, Pray for us!

The Word 2021 Catholic Bible Summit, Feb. 11-13
As the New Year begins we know a great many Catholics are anxious
about what the future might hold and are struggling to maintain a positive outlook.
Featuring Fr. Mike Schmitz, Dr. Scott & Kimberly Hahn, Chris Stefanick,
Patrick Madrid, Danielle Bean, Fr. Josh Johnson and 63 more presenters,
this is sure to be an unprecedented
gathering.
This will be the largest virtual gathering of its kind...and it's FREE to attend.
The presenters will be opening the
Bible for Catholics to help them find
clarity, hope, and joy, even in the
midst of uncertain times.
Register at CatholicBibleSummit.com

St. Mary’s Floor Project
Parishioners’ Goal: $75,000
Total Received: $72,650.00
Percent of Goal received: 96.87%

2020-21 Annual Appeal
Goal: $15,810
Total Pledged & Received: $10,545.00
Percent of Goal pledged: 66.70%

Advertise your
business in an
open space!!!
Contact
St. Mary’s
Parish Office @
608-666-2421

